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Shanghai. Fairey IIlDs and Fairey Flycatchers, a Fleet Air Arm
fighter type, were loaded on board aircraft carriers and sent off
at short notice, complete with spares and equipment. Arrange-
ments for this came, mostly, under my directorate. It was reckoned
that the Government had acted wisely in sending troops and
aircraft to Shanghai, otherwise the concession would have almost
certainly been raided by Chinese hooligans.

In May (1927) Captain Charles Lindbergh flew the Atlantic
and landed near Paris; soon afterwards he flew on to London.
Late one evening, as I was finishing my work at the office, I
was requested to go along to the American Embassy at once, see
Lindbergh and arrange for his machine, the "Spirit of St. Louis/*
to be loaded on board a liner the following morning, for passage
to New York. I went, feeling none too pleased at the prospect,
and was eventually shown up to Lindbergh's suite, where he was
changing into evening dress to attend some function. He at or^ce
apologized for any trouble he might be causing, and volunteered
to fly his machine down the following morning, to wherever I said,
and at whatever hour I wanted. I fixed the time for our start from
Croydon at 5 a.m., to which he readily agreed, as he had to be
back by breakfast in time to go to BucHngham Palace at 10 a.m.
To my relief, and, I may add, somewhat to my surprise, he was
there on time. I accompanied him down to Gosport in a Bristol
fighter, and we landed soon after six to find that most of the officers
had turned out to greet him. He talked to them for some time and
then flew back to Croydon in one of our new fighters, a Woodcock.
As my Bristol was considerably slower, he kept contact with me
by occasionally doing aerobatics in my vicinity, including a suc-
cession of loops, with my Bristol as the centre of the circle. We
arrived back in good time for his breakfast at the Embassy, and he
kept his appointment with His Majesty.

He seemed to me not only a very fine pilot, but one who had
not got a swollen head from his recent success and notoriety. I
saw him a few years later, after he had visited Russia, and he was
full of praise for all he had seen there. It was after his visit to
Germany, shortly before the World War, that his admiration for
the Nazi regime affected his outlook towards this country. In
Listen the Wind written by his wife, who frequently accompanied
him on his "long flights, there is a wonderful description of the
trials and anxieties of "a pilot waiting to get away on a long-
distance flight in an overloaded seaplane.

In September the Schneider Trophy Race for seaplanes was
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